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Cyrus Decrees Return: 

Ezra 1's Prophetic Fulfillment 
 

Scriptures for Today: Ezra 1:1-11 

""Ezra 1:1-11 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 

a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,  2 Thus saith 

Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and 

he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  3 Who is there 

among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 

Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.  4 

And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him 

with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the 

house of God that is in Jerusalem.  5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 

Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up 

to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.  6 And all they that were about them 

strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 

precious things, beside all that was willingly offered.  7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the 

vessels of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, 

and had put them in the house of his gods;  8 Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by 

the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of 

Judah.  9 And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, 

nine and twenty knives,  10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hundred 

and ten, and other vessels a thousand.  11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand 

and four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were 

brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem."" 

Introduction to Ezra 1: Timeline of Israel's Journey 

1. The United Kingdom under David and Solomon (1–2 Chronicles, 1 Kings 1–11) 

Israel reached its golden age. David conquered the surrounding nations and prepared the 

materials for the Temple. Solomon built the Temple, reigned in peace, and saw the glory of God 

fill the house. But prosperity led to pride. Solomon’s many wives turned his heart to idolatry (1 

Kings 11:4), and the kingdom began to fracture spiritually. 

2. The Divided Kingdom: Israel and Judah (1 Kings 12–2 Kings 17) 

After Solomon’s death, the kingdom split — ten tribes (Reuben, Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan, 

Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Ephraim, Manasseh – Ephraim was the leading tribe) followed Jeroboam 

in the north (Israel), and two tribes (Judah, Benjamin) remained loyal to David’s line in the 

south (Judah). The Levites were scattered between tribes but most went to Judah. The northern 
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kingdom plunged into idolatry, setting up golden calves and rejecting God’s prophets. 

Eventually, Assyria conquered Israel and scattered its people around 722 B.C. 

3. The Decline and Fall of Judah (2 Kings 18–25; 2 Chronicles 33–36) 

Judah survived longer but followed the same path of rebellion. Though kings like Hezekiah and 

Josiah brought brief revival, the nation returned to sin. God sent prophets — Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Habakkuk — but they were ignored. Finally, Babylon invaded, destroyed Jerusalem, burned the 

Temple, and carried the people into captivity around 586 B.C. 

4. The Seventy Years of Captivity (Jeremiah 25:11–12; Daniel 1–6) 

In Babylon, God’s people wept by the rivers and longed for home. Daniel and his friends stood 

faithful in a foreign court, proving that even in exile, God had not forgotten them. Jeremiah had 

prophesied that after seventy years, God would visit His people again — and that time had now 

come. 

5. The Rise of Persia and the Decree of Cyrus (Isaiah 44–45; Ezra 1) 

Babylon fell to Persia, and a new king — Cyrus — came to power. Long before he was born, God 

had called him by name in prophecy, saying he would rebuild Jerusalem. Now, in the first year 

of his reign, Cyrus fulfills that prophecy, issuing a decree for the Jews to return and rebuild the 

house of the LORD. 

From glory to captivity to restoration — this is the story of Israel. The Temple once burned in 

judgment is now about to rise again in mercy. The same God who scattered His people now 

gathers them, proving that even in ruins, His promises still stand. 

Outline of 2 Chronicles 36 , Ezra 1, and Ezra 2 

2 Chronicles 36 

1–4. Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim reign wickedly and provoke Babylon. 

5–10. Nebuchadnezzar conquers Judah and takes captives to Babylon. 

11–14. Zedekiah rebels and defiles the Temple. 

15–21. Despite many prophets, Judah refuses to repent; Jerusalem is burned, and the people go 

into captivity. 

22–23. In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, God stirs his spirit to let the Jews return—

fulfilling Jeremiah’s prophecy. 

Ezra 1 

1–2. The LORD stirs the heart of Cyrus to issue a decree for Israel’s return. 

3–4. He invites the Jews to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. 

5–6. God moves the leaders of Judah and Benjamin to rise up and return. 

7–10. Cyrus restores the temple vessels Nebuchadnezzar had taken. 

11. Sheshbazzar (Zerubbabel) receives the treasures and leads the return. 
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Ezra 2 

1–35. The families who return are carefully listed. 

36–58. Priests, Levites, and servants are numbered. 

59–63. Those without genealogical proof are set aside from priestly service. 

64–70. The people offer willingly and resettle in their cities. 

Focus on Ezra 1:1–11 

Ezra 1:1–11 marks the turning point from captivity to restoration. The seventy years of 

Babylonian exile are over. God’s Word through Jeremiah (Jer 25:12; 29:10) is fulfilled exactly, 

proving that history moves by prophecy — not by chance. 

The once-mighty empire of Babylon has fallen to the Persians, and a king named Cyrus becomes 

God’s instrument of mercy. Cyrus recognizes the LORD: “The LORD God of heaven hath given 

me all the kingdoms of the earth” (v. 2). What Nebuchadnezzar destroyed, God now stirs a 

Gentile ruler to rebuild. 

This chapter reminds us that God controls kings and kingdoms. Nations rise and fall, but His 

promises stand. The captivity had humbled Israel, purged her idolatry, and prepared a remnant 

to return. When the word of God is fulfilled, He stirs hearts — Cyrus to decree, the leaders of 

Judah to return, and the people to give. 

If Ezra 1 never happened, Israel would have remained scattered and silent. But because it did, 

we see that God’s Word cannot fail, His mercy cannot expire, and His plan cannot be stopped. 

What began with judgment ends with restoration — and that pattern runs all the way to Calvary, 

where the true Deliverer brings His people home again. 

Exposition of Ezra 1:1–11 

Verse 1 — God’s Sovereignty Over Kings 

""Ezra 1:1 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 

a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing."" 

When you read this verse, you’re standing at the hinge of history. Babylon has fallen. The 

seventy years of captivity that Jeremiah prophesied have ended — right on time. God never 

misses His appointment with prophecy. 

Over a hundred years before Cyrus was even born, God called his name through Isaiah — 

""Isaiah 44:28"" — “That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd.” You can’t make that up. God didn’t 

just know who Cyrus would be — He ordained what Cyrus would do. 
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Cyrus wasn't an Israelite, but God stirred his spirit. That means God can move the heart of a 

ruler like you move a chess piece. He turns the hearts of kings wherever He wants — Proverbs 

21:1 says, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD.” 

This verse reminds us: the same God who sent judgment now stirs mercy. The same God who 

shut the door on Jerusalem now opens it through Persia. You can’t stop a God whose Word 

always comes to pass. 

Verses 2–3 — The Decree of Release 

""Ezra 1:2–3 

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 

earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Who is 

there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is 

in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in 

Jerusalem."" 

Cyrus recognizes something most kings never do — his power came from God. He says, “The 

LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth.” Think about that! The most 

powerful man in the world gives God the glory. 

Cyrus didn’t know the LORD (Isa 45:4–5), yet God stirred his spirit (Ezra 1:1). God often moves 

unbelieving rulers to accomplish His will. 

And notice this invitation: “Who is there among you of all His people? … let him go up.” That’s 

not just a decree — that’s a call. God is saying, “Who will rise up and rebuild My house?” 

The temple had been in ruins for seventy years, but God still had a remnant who hadn’t 

forgotten His name. When God calls for builders, He’s not looking for perfect people — He’s 

looking for willing hearts. 

Verses 4–6 — God Stirs the Hearts of His People 

""Ezra 1:4–6 

And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him 

with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the 

house of God that is in Jerusalem. 5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 

Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up 

to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 6 And all they that were about them 

strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 

precious things, beside all that was willingly offered."" 

When God moves, He stirs hearts before He stirs hands. Cyrus was moved to decree, and now 

God moves His people to act. Judah, Benjamin, the priests, and the Levites — all them whose 

spirit God had raised. 
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That’s revival. That’s what revival looks like — not hype, not emotion, but the Spirit of God 

waking people up to do the work of God. 

Some gave and some went — but all were part of what God was doing. That’s the pattern of every 

great work of the Lord: God sends a word, stirs His people, and supplies their need. 

When you’re stirred by God, generosity isn’t a burden — it’s a blessing. These people didn’t give 

reluctantly; they gave willingly. You can tell who’s walking with God by who’s willing to part 

with what they have for His glory. 

Verses 7–8 — The Return of the Holy Vessels 

""Ezra 1:7–8 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar 

had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods; 8 Even those did 

Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them 

unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah."" 

This part gives me chills — the same vessels that Nebuchadnezzar stole and desecrated for idols 

are now being carried back home. 

For seventy years, those golden basins and silver cups sat in the temples of Babylon’s gods. But 

God never forgot His property. He had every piece accounted for, and now they’re being 

numbered and restored. 

Why does that matter? Because those vessels represent worship. They represent what belongs to 

God being taken captive by the world — and then reclaimed by grace. 

That’s exactly what God does with us. The devil might have had you in his temple once, used for 

unholy purposes, but when God redeems you, He doesn’t just forgive you — He reclaims you for 

His glory. 

Verses 9–11 — The Inventory of God’s Faithfulness 

""Ezra 1:9–11 

And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and 

twenty knives, 10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hundred and ten, and 

other vessels a thousand. 11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four 

hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were brought up 

from Babylon unto Jerusalem."" 

Every number, every vessel, every item — written down and recorded — because God is not 

sloppy with His promises. 
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For seventy years, it looked like those things were gone forever. But the same God who keeps 

count of stars keeps count of spoons. Not one was missing. 

That’s how exact the Lord is when He fulfills His Word. He said seventy years — not seventy-

one. He said He’d bring them back — and He did. 

And here’s the deeper picture: the vessels are a picture of us. We were in captivity, tarnished by 

sin, sitting in a foreign temple — but God didn’t forget where we were. He cleaned us up, 

counted us by name, and brought us home. 

God doesn’t just redeem people — He restores purpose. The vessels went back to the house of 

God, and so do the redeemed. 

Doctrinal Truths in Ezra 1:1–11 

1. The Doctrine of Divine Sovereignty (Proverbs 21:1) – God turns the hearts of kings 

as easily as rivers of water. God can redirect the decisions of powerful people so that His 

larger purposes are accomplished. He doesn't force this. Cyrus decided this. 

2. The Doctrine of Prophetic Fulfillment (Jeremiah 29:10) – Every word of God will 

come to pass in His perfect time. 

3. The Doctrine of God’s Providence (Romans 8:28) – Even rulers outside of Israel 

with worldly empires serve God’s redemptive plan. 

4. The Doctrine of Restoration (Joel 2:25) – What sin scatters, grace gathers again. 

5. The Doctrine of Stewardship (Philippians 4:19) – God not only calls His people to 

serve but provides all they need to do His will. 

Practical Applications for Ezra 1:1–11 

1. Trust God’s Timing — He Never Misses. The seventy years of captivity ended exactly 

when God said they would. You may not understand the delay, but God’s calendar is never 

off. Wait on His Word — He’s always on time. 

2. God Can Move the Unlikely. Cyrus wasn’t a prophet or priest — he was a king. Yet God 

stirred his spirit to fulfill prophecy. Don’t doubt what God can do through people who don’t 

even know Him. His power reaches everywhere. 

3. Rise When God Calls. When the decree went out, “Who will go up?” only the willing 

returned. God’s blessings flow to those who respond. Don’t stay comfortable in Babylon 

when God is calling you to rebuild. 

4. Give Willingly, Not Grudgingly. The people gave silver, gold, and goods for the temple. 

Nobody forced them — they wanted to. True revival shows up in open hands. What you offer 

to God willingly, He multiplies faithfully. 

5. God Restores What the Enemy Stole. The vessels once desecrated in Babylon’s temples 

were brought back home, clean and counted. That’s what God does with His people — He 

doesn’t just deliver them; He restores them for His glory. 
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6. Every Detail Matters to God. God recorded every vessel — 5,400 total. He doesn’t lose 

track of His promises, His people, or His purpose. When you think you’ve been forgotten, 

remember — God keeps count. 

Warnings and Encouragements from Ezra 1:1–11 

Warnings 

• Beware of Forgetting Prophecy — Israel forgot God’s Word and found themselves in 

bondage. Never treat Scripture as optional; it will always come to pass. 

• Beware of Comfort in Captivity — Some Jews chose to stay in Babylon. Don’t get 

comfortable in a place God meant to bring you out of. 

• Beware of Half-Obedience — Restoration requires full surrender, not partial 

compliance. 

Encouragements 

• God Keeps His Promises — What He spoke through Jeremiah, He fulfilled through 
Cyrus. 

• God Stirs Hearts Still — The same God who moved kings can still move men today to 

build His house. 

• God Restores Completely — Every vessel, every person, every promise — nothing is 

forgotten. 

The Gospel Connection in Ezra 1:1–11 

God stirred the heart of Cyrus to set the captives free; Jesus came to set the captives free forever 

(Luke 4:18). Cyrus opened the way back to Jerusalem; Christ opened the way back to God. 

The temple vessels were restored and returned to their rightful place; through Christ, we are 

cleansed and restored to fellowship with our Creator. What began with a king’s decree finds its 

fulfillment in the King of kings — not releasing people from Babylon, but redeeming souls from 

sin. 

Just as God stirred the spirit of Cyrus, the Holy Spirit now stirs the hearts of men to come home. 

The return from exile points to the greater return — when every believer, freed by grace, will 

dwell in the New Jerusalem with Christ forever. 

Conclusion: The God Who Keeps His Word 

Ezra 1 reminds us that God never forgets what He says. Seventy years may pass, empires may 

rise and fall, but His Word stands sure. Babylon fell, Persia rose, and a heathen king named 

Cyrus ended up fulfilling the prophecy of Jeremiah — because when God speaks, history listens. 
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Cyrus didn’t free Israel because he was powerful; he did it because God stirred his heart. The 

same God who opened the prison of Babylon can still move mountains, break chains, and call 

His people home. 

This is not just Israel’s story — it’s ours. We were captives too, until the greater Deliverer, Jesus 

Christ, called us out of bondage and brought us home to grace. 

One-Sentence Takeaway: When God gives His Word, time, kings, and nations will all move 

to make it come true. 

Let’s pray. 

 


