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Count the Warriors: Numbers 1 Census of Strength 
 

Scriptures for Today: Numbers 1:1-19 
 
""Numbers 1:1-19 
And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out 
of the land of Egypt, saying,  2 Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
after their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by 
their polls;  3 From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: 
thou and Aaron shall number them by their armies.  4 And with you there shall be a man of 
every tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers.  5 And these are the names of the men 
that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur.  6 Of Simeon; 
Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.  7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab.  8 Of Issachar; 
Nethaneel the son of Zuar.  9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon.  10 Of the children of Joseph: 
of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.  11 Of 
Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni.  12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.  13 Of 
Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran.  14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel.  15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the 
son of Enan.  16 These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their 
fathers, heads of thousands in Israel.  17 And Moses and Aaron took these men which are 
expressed by their names:  18 And they assembled all the congregation together on the first day 
of the second month, and they declared their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, by their polls.  
19 As the LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai."" 
 

Introduction to Numbers 1: A Census of Strength 

Before we dive into Numbers, let’s remember where we’ve been. 

• Genesis is the book of beginnings — creation, the fall, the flood, the promises to Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. It ends with Israel in Egypt, growing into a nation. 

• Exodus shows God’s mighty hand of deliverance — bringing Israel out of bondage, giving 

the law, and commanding the building of the Tabernacle where He would dwell among His 

people. 

• Leviticus teaches how a sinful people can approach a holy God — through sacrifices, 

offerings, and laws of holiness. It ends with the nation consecrated and the worship system 

in place. 

• Now in Numbers, the scene shifts. Israel is still at Sinai, but God is preparing them to move 

forward toward the Promised Land. And before they march, He commands a census — not of 

every man, woman, and child, but of the warriors. God numbers the strong, those able to 

fight, because His people are not heading into a picnic. They are heading into battle. 
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Before we open the Book of Numbers, we need to remember where Leviticus left us. God had 

established His law, shown His holiness, and revealed the sacrificial system so His people could 

draw near. By the end of Leviticus, Israel was set apart, consecrated as a holy nation. 

Now in Numbers, the focus shifts. Israel is no longer camped just at the Tabernacle — they are 

preparing to march. They are headed toward the Promised Land, and the first command in this 

book is a census. But notice carefully: it was not a general census of every man, woman, and 

child. It was a numbering of the warriors — those able to go forth to war. God wanted His people 

to know their strength, to be organized, and to be ready for battle. 

Numbers opens with God’s people on the edge of movement. They are not called to rest but to 

readiness. And the very first step is counting the warriors, because this is not a playground — it’s 

a battlefield. 

Outline of Leviticus 27, Numbers 1, Numbers 2 
 
Leviticus Chapter 27: 
1-2. He that makes a singular vow must be the Lord's.  
3-8. The estimation of the person;  
9-13. of a beast given by vow;  
14-15. of a house;  
16-27. of a field, and the redemption thereof.  
28-29. No devoted thing may be redeemed.  
30-34. The tithe may not be changed. 

Numbers Chapter 1: 

1-4. God commands Moses to number the people.  

5-16. The princes of the tribes.  

17-46. The number of every tribe.  

47-54. The Levites are exempted for the service of the Lord. 

Numbers Chapter 2: 

1-34. The order of the tribes in their tents. 

Focus on Numbers 1:1-19 

Numbers 1:1–19 is the foundation of the book’s purpose. It shows us that God’s people are 

organized, numbered, and prepared for war. Strength is measured not for show, but for battle. 

The census reminds us that every warrior matters, every tribe has its place, and the army of God 

is not random but ordered. 

If Numbers 1 never happened, Israel would march as a disorganized mob. But with God’s 

command, they march as an army of the LORD. This points us to our calling as Christians — we 

are not saved to sit but saved to serve, saved to fight the good fight of faith. 
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Exposition of Numbers 1:1–19 

“And the LORD spake unto Moses” 

""Numbers 1:1 

And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the 

congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out 

of the land of Egypt, saying,"" 

God speaks in the wilderness — not in Egypt, not in Canaan, but between. This is the God who is 

present with His people in their journey. He speaks from the Tabernacle, His dwelling place, 

showing His nearness. Israel had been redeemed and consecrated, and now God is preparing 

them for movement. Before they march, He gives order. 

“Take ye the sum” 

""Numbers 1:2 

Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house 

of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls;"" 

God commands a census — but not for curiosity’s sake. It is for accountability and readiness. 

Families and tribes are recognized, but the count is focused on the males. This was a numbering 

for battle. God’s people must be prepared, not wandering aimlessly. 

“From twenty years old and upward” 

""Numbers 1:3 

From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron 

shall number them by their armies."" 

The census is limited to those twenty and older who are able to fight. God’s interest here is not 

in counting every head, but in identifying those ready for battle. His people are an army, not just 

a crowd. Likewise, the church must have men and women who are spiritually mature and ready 

to contend for the faith. 

“A man of every tribe” 

""Numbers 1:4 

And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers."" 

Each tribe was represented by a leader, showing that God works through structure and 

headship. His people are not leaderless. He appoints men to stand at the head of tribes, to give 

direction and accountability. God’s order rejects chaos. 
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“These are the names” 

""Numbers 1:5–16 

And these are the names of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the 

son of Shedeur. 6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of 

Amminadab. 8 Of Issachar; Nethaneel the son of Zuar. 9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon. 10 

Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel 

the son of Pedahzur. 11 Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni. 12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of 

Ammishaddai. 13 Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran. 14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 15 Of 

Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan. 16 These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the 

tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel."" 

God gives the names of the leaders. They are not anonymous. They are renowned, heads of their 

tribes, men with responsibility. God works through named men, called to lead His people. Just 

as He numbers every warrior, He also names every leader. 

“Moses and Aaron took these men” 

""Numbers 1:17–18 

And Moses and Aaron took these men which are expressed by their names: 18 And they 

assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the second month, and they declared 

their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the 

names, from twenty years old and upward, by their polls."" 

The command is carried out. Moses and Aaron obey. The congregation assembles, families 

declare their pedigrees, and names are recorded. God’s people are not vague; they are precise. 

He knows each one, and each one is accountable. The numbering shows that no warrior is 

hidden or forgotten. 

“As the LORD commanded Moses” 

""Numbers 1:19 

As the LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai."" 

The section closes with obedience. Moses did not invent this census; it was exactly “as the LORD 

commanded.” God’s people are shaped in the wilderness into an orderly army, not by human 

wisdom, but by God’s Word. Obedience makes them ready for the journey ahead. 

Doctrinal Truths in Numbers 1:1-19 Counting the Warriors 

1. Doctrine of God’s Order (1 Corinthians 14:40; Numbers 1:19). God is not the 

author of confusion but of order. The numbering of the people shows that He arranges His 

people with precision, structure, and purpose. His army marches under His direction. 
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2. Doctrine of Man’s Accountability (Romans 14:12; Numbers 1:2). Every man twenty 

and older was counted by name. This teaches that each believer will give account to God — 

none are anonymous in His sight. 

 

3. Doctrine of Leadership (Hebrews 13:17; Numbers 1:5–16). God raised up specific 

leaders by name over each tribe. Leadership is not a human invention but a divine calling. 

God appoints overseers for order and responsibility. 

 

4. Doctrine of the Church’s Mission (Matthew 28:19–20; Philippians 2:25). Israel 

was numbered as an army, not a crowd. Likewise, the church is called to advance, not 

retreat. Our mission is to march forward with the gospel, ready for battle. 

 

5. Doctrine of Spiritual Warfare (Ephesians 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3–4). Israel prepared 

for physical war, but believers today face a spiritual war. We wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against spiritual wickedness. God expects us to be armed and ready. 

 

6. Doctrine of God’s Presence (Exodus 40:34–35; Matthew 28:20). The census began 

with God speaking from the Tabernacle. His presence guided and ordered His people. For 

us, Christ promises, “Lo, I am with you alway.” His presence is the source of our strength. 

 

7. Doctrine of Obedience (Deuteronomy 5:33; John 14:15). Verse 19 emphasizes 

obedience: “As the LORD commanded Moses.” God’s work must be done God’s way. The 

strength of the people was measured in their submission to His Word. 

Practical Applications for Numbers 1:1-19 Census of Strength 

1. Know You’re in a War. Israel wasn’t numbered for a picnic — they were numbered for 

battle. Christian, don’t forget: your life is a fight of faith. Stop living like you’re in peacetime. 

 

2. Be Ready When Counted. Every man twenty and older was expected to be ready for war. 

If God were to count His soldiers today, would you be ready — or hiding in the camp? 

 

3. Take Responsibility for Your Place. Each man was numbered by family and tribe. No 

one else could stand in their place. God has given you responsibilities in your home, church, 

and walk with Him. Don’t abandon them. 

 

4. Respect God’s Appointed Leaders. God named the heads of the tribes. Leadership isn’t 

man-made; it’s God-ordained. Don’t resist God’s structure — follow it. 

5. Obey Without Excuse. Verse 19 closes, “As the LORD commanded Moses.” That’s how 

Israel succeeded, and that’s how you will succeed — do what God said, when He said, how 

He said. 

 

6. Remember You Are Known. God didn’t just count numbers. He knew each name. You’re 

not a statistic to God. You are known personally, and your service matters. 
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Warnings and Encouragements From Numbers 1:1-19 

Warnings from Numbers 1:1–19 

1. To refuse the fight is to reject your calling. God didn’t number Israel so they could sit 

in camp. If you are saved, you are enlisted. Refusing to fight makes you useless in God’s 

army. 

 

2. To despise God’s order is to invite chaos. Each man, each leader, each tribe had their 

place. When we resist God’s structure in the home, in the church, or in life, we fall into 

disorder and destruction. 

 

3. To live unprepared is to be defeated. Israel was numbered before they marched. The 

enemy doesn’t wait for you to get serious. If you live carelessly, you will fall when the battle 

comes. 

Encouragements from Numbers 1:1–19 

1. God knows you by name. Every warrior was counted and recorded. You are not lost in 

the crowd. God sees you and values your part in His work. 

 

2. God equips His people. Israel had numbers and leaders. You have the Spirit of God and 

the armor of God (Ephesians 6). He doesn’t send you into battle empty-handed. 

 

3. God leads His army. Israel wasn’t marching alone — the Tabernacle was at the center, 

and the presence of God went with them. Christian, you don’t fight in your own strength, but 

in the power of the Lord. 

The Gospel Connection in Numbers 1:1–19 

The numbering of Israel’s warriors shows us that God’s people are called to battle. But the 

greatest battle isn’t fought with swords or shields — it’s fought against sin and death. At this 

church right here, we are fighting the battle against sin and death. You have to remember this 

when we go out soul winning. That's what we're doing. 

So, just as Israel was counted by name, Jesus said, "Rejoice, because your names are written in 

heaven" (Luke 10:20). God doesn’t just know your number; He knows your name. 

Christ is the Captain of our salvation: 

""Hebrews 2:10 

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 

unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings."" 
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He went before us into battle, not against Pharaoh or Canaan, but against sin, hell, and the 

grave. 

At the cross, He won the decisive victory. 

""Colossians 2:15 

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 

them in it."" 

The census of Numbers 1 points us to the day when all who are saved will stand in God’s final 

count — not based on physical strength, but because of the blood of Christ. Our names are 

written down, not in a census book in Sinai, but in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Conclusion: The Power of Numbers 1:1-19 Warrior Census 

Numbers begins with God numbering the warriors. It was a call to order, a call to accountability, 

and a call to readiness. Israel was not left as a mob — they were formed into an army under 

God’s command. Every name mattered. Every tribe had its place. Every leader had his role. And 

every warrior was expected to be ready for the fight. 

So it is with us. God has called us out of bondage, consecrated us through His Word, and now 

sends us forward into battle. The Christian life is not a playground but a battleground, and you 

are not overlooked. You are counted, named, and called. 

One-Sentence Takeaway: If you belong to Christ, you are counted among His warriors — so 

stand up, take your place, and fight the good fight of faith right here at this church. Fight with 

us. 

Let’s pray. 

 


